EDWARD    V
road to London, having arrested the two most prominent of the Queen's relations, the Lords Rivers and Grey, the previous night at dinner, and escorted his young charge to his capital with every sign of affection and respect. Arrived in London the King was first lodged in the bishop's palace, but after a few days was transferred to the Tower. Meanwhile the Protector and his cousin Buckingham packed the city with their armed retainers and purged the Council of all undesirables in a drastic and decisive manner. Having secured the person of the little Duke of York and sent him to join his brother in the Tower, Gloucester now embarked on a campaign of ingenious but unconvincing propaganda. Reports were circulated casting doubt on the legitimacy of the young princes, and several noted preachers were hired to deliver sermons explaining exactly why the late King's marriage had been invalid, a difficult preposition which even the most learned divines failed to argue with much conviction. A few days later a deputation arrived to beg Gloucester to take the Crown, to whose pressing and unexpected request he at length unselfishly acceded with an affecting and gratifying modesty. The following month he was crowned and shortly afterwards departed on a tour of his kingdom. During his absence the two little princes were so unfortunate as to be smothered in their beds, and their bodies were subsequently mislaid and were not rediscovered until the reign of Charles II, when they were transferred to the Abbey.
Edward V reigned the shortest time of any king of 90